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Mayo after the discovery of the deficit in 1869, it
appeared improbable that this sum would be realized.
Accordingly, one of the measures taken by him for
redressing the adverse balance, was to raise the
Income Tax from one to 2j per cent during the
latter half of the yean

Notwithstanding the unpopularity of the Income
Tax, this increase was accepted at first without
serious opposition. Lord Mayo's candid statement
of the difficulties into which the finances had fallen,
bound together all sections of the community in
loyal support of the measures necessary to retrieve
them. But the moment that his retrenchments and
vigorous reforms had removed the immediate pres-
sure of deficit, the outcry broke out again more loudly
than ever. As in the case of Mr. James Wilson's
Income Tax, it became evident that the measure
would be acquiesced in only under the compulsion
of a necessity so patent and so urgent as to with-
draw the question from the field of ordinary criticism.
The opposition was embittered by the very success
of Lord Mayo's measures, which quenched the ad-
verse balance, and left room for writers not fully
informed of the facts to complain that the increase
of the Income Tax during the current year had not
been really required.

Unfortunately, the   actual  state  of the  finances
convinced the Executive Government and the Legis-
lature alike, that the doubling of the Income Tax
had not only'been necessary in 1869-70, but that
they would have to still further increase it during